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Outline 

ÁTension between Language for Specific 

Purposes Tests (LSPT) and Tests for Migration 

Purposes (TMP) 
 

ÁTension between the Job Market (JM) and TMP 
 

ÁGood Practices (GP) é to solve the tensions? 
 

ÁConclusions 
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LSPT                                      TMP 

Rationale framework based on 2 theoretical foundations: 

1. Language performance changes with the context of 

the performance (Ellis 1989, Porter 1991,Brown 1995)  

2. LSPT has to be ñpreciseò in terms of lexical, semantic, 

syntactic characteristics (Dudley Evans & St John 

1996, Gledhill 2000) 

https://www.google.it/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiYodGhjpvaAhXRJVAKHc-bCTQQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.excedrin.com%2Fheadaches%2Ftension%2Fwhat-is-a-tension-headache%2F&psig=AOvVaw3oHYd11olXCcTq5Rw-CWeu&ust=1522741993277837
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2 assumptions into 1 concept  

ÁLSPT ñOne in which test content and methods 

are derived from an analysis of a specific 

purpose target use situation, so that test tasks 

and content are authentically representative of 

tasks in the target situation [...]. Such a test 

allows to make inferences about a test takerôs 

capacity to use language in the specific purpose 

domainò (Douglas 2000: 19)  



5 © Copyright ALTE 2018 

Authenticity (O Sullivan 2008) 

Situational Interactive 

Parameters of  

Context 

Validity 

(Wier 2004) 

Parameters of 

Cognitive 

Validity  

(Wier 2004) 

Test takers should be 

engaged in a variety of 

tasks related to a specific 

domain in which language 

ability and specific content 

knowledge interact in a 

way which is similar to the 

usersô real-life language 

use (as preliminarily 

analyzed) 
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TMP (81% CoE countries) 

8: A1*  

23: A2 * 

26: B1*  
CoE Survey: 2013 

*average  level  

 18  
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